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Synopsis

From acclaimed musician and author Dave Bidini comes a brilliantly original look at a folk-rock
legend and the momentous week in 1972 that culminated in the Mariposa Folk Festival.July, 1972.
As musicians across Canada prepare for the nation’s biggest folk festival, held on Toronto Island, a
series of events unfold that will transform the country politically, psychologically--and musically. As
Bidini explores the remarkable week leading up to Mariposa, he also explores the life and times of
one of the most enigmatic figures in Canadian music: Gordon Lightfoot, the reigning king of folk at
the height of his career. Through a series of letters, Bidini addresses Lightfoot directly, questioning
him, imagining his life, and weaving together a fascinating, highly original look at a musician at the
top of his game. By the end of the week, the country is on the verge of massive change and the '72
Mariposa folk fest--complete with surprise appearances by Bob Dylan, Neil Young, Joni Mitchell,

and yes, Lightfoot--is on its way to becoming legendary.

Book Information

Paperback: 288 pages

Publisher: McClelland & Stewart; Reprint edition (July 3, 2012)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0771012632

ISBN-13: 978-0771012631

Product Dimensions: 5.1 x 0.6 x 8 inches

Shipping Weight: 9.6 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 1.8 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (12 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #1,981,665 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #384 inA Books > Biographies &
Memoirs > Historical > Canadian #427 inA Books > Biographies & Memoirs > Regional Canada

#930 inA Books > Arts & Photography > Music > Biographies > Country & Folk

Customer Reviews

| do not remember reading a worse book than this. It is disjointed and completely unintelligent. |
read each chapter hoping that the next chapter would finally turn into what the book was supposed
to be about. Unfortunately, nothing ever happened. In fact, having now completed it, | can honestly
say that the book is about absolutely nothing. Worse still, it is an annoying, inarticulate read! The
book has little or nothing to do with Gordon Lightfoot and the author's comments about him are
marginally accurate and shallow. Don’t be fooled into thinking that this book has anything tangible to

do with Lightfoot, the Canadian music scene in 1972 or indeed anything else in 1972. If you want to



waste your money (as unfortunately | did), this book could be the perfect place! Save the money

you would waste on this book and give it to charity.

I'm trying to figure out why | need to read about a prison breakout and what it has to do with Gordon
Lightfoot and the Mariposa Music Festival. 'm 35% in and the only thing | found interesting was
John Lennon and Yoko'’s first performance with The Plastic Ono Band and the mention that Gordon

had Bell’s Palsy. Maybe [I'll finish this but I'm not holding out hope.

the author talks mostly about his own feelings about Gordon Lightfoot, with no actual substance that
is factual. It should be called "letters | wrote to GL in my head" The book is very poorly written and
has distasteful, vulgar language that takes away from any possible enjoyment reading this. It is
trash and shouldn’t have been published andmarketed as having any connection to Lightfoot. Oh,
and nothing not already known about Gord.l have been a Lightfoot fan for 30 years, have everything
he ever recorded, been to more concerts than | can count and perform alot of his tunes...... | threw

this book away half way through reading it.

| have really enjoyed some of Bidini’s efforts...especially on hockey. But this book is downright
awful. When the entire book is based on the literary technique -- he might have thought this -- you
know you are in trouble.l kept reading wondering if it could get any worse...it did. Everyone needs
an editor and someone should have told him this just didn’t work. Copyright page said publication is
supported by Canadian government...lovely.So in short...love Lightfoot, like Bidini, but this book is a

waste of time...

There are just no words. Please take advantage of your ability to read a chapter on your Kindle

before you buy it.

Bidini has books worth reading. For me, this isn’t one of them... Style heavy, and would benefit from
some crisp editing. If you skip all the Lightfoot themed chapters you have a quick read on the 1972
Mario’s folk festival but...maybe you have to be Canadian to "get this." I'm of the age where |
remember the time clearly, and it should have been interesting, but,eh, not so much. Voluminous
analogies about Bobby Orr though. Or was it Hull. | can’t bear opening it again to verify. If this was

$3 maybe, but not at $13.
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